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I. Course Objectives 
 

This seminar will explore key international legal questions related to international dispute 
settlement with a view to providing a broad overview of the field with respect to State-to-State, 
Investor-State, and commercial disputes. 

 
What types of situations give rise to disputes in the international arena and how are these disputes 
settled? This module will include a discussion of the various types of disputes and settlement 
mechanisms available for the resolution of international disputes. This course will cover a wide 
range of disputes in various fora, including State-to-State, individual/corporate Investor-State, and 
between international non-State entities. The seminar will explore, inter alia, the law pertaining to 
dispute settlement before the International Court of Justice, World Trade Organization, 
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, as well as international arbitration, including 
Investor- State arbitration (also referred to as international investment arbitration). The module 
will compare these different legal processes on issues such as jurisdiction, provisional 
remedies/measures, equal treatment, evidence, and enforcement/compliance. 

 
At the end of the course, it is expected that participants should be able to: 

 
1. Demonstrate awareness and understanding of the legal framework related to international 

dispute settlement and of the different laws and procedures applicable to different types of 
international disputes. 

 
2. Appreciate the legal challenges posed by various disputes involving different actors, 

applicable legal standards, and legal/societal implications. 
 
3. Develop an understanding of how to characterise international disputes and the various 

options for the resolution of those disputes. 
 
4. Appreciate the relative strengths/advantages and disadvantages of the various dispute 

settlement systems. 
 
5. Ensure that they are better prepared to advise their clients about how to resolve disputes 

arising from a variety of international factual situations. 
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II. Teaching Style and Modalities 
 
This seminar will involve a mixture of lecturing, class discussion, and problem-solving. Students 
are expected to have done the assigned readings before attending class. The course will 
proceed based on this assumption. Typically, the class will begin with an overview of the topic 
to be covered that week, followed by a discussion of the specific issues raised in the readings and 
classroom exchanges and/or problem-solving.  

 
Students are expected to participate in the classroom discussions. Depending upon module 
enrolment, a group of students may be designated each week to be ‘on the spot’ to answer 
questions about the readings, lead class discussion, and raise their own questions for class 
discussion, beginning in Week 2. 

 
Compulsory reading materials for each session will be uploaded into individual folders in 
LumiNUS. Additional readings will be suggested in the syllabus in case you want to deepen your 
understanding in a particular area, but will not form part of the compulsory materials for the class. 
The compulsory readings will include the rules and procedures published online by various dispute 
settlement institutions, supplemented by scholarly and practitioner articles discussing both specific 
and general aspects of international dispute settlement. Students will be expected to monitor 
LumiNUS and their email accounts, as announcements might be made through those means. 

 
This module presumes that students are or will become familiar with fundamental concepts in 
international law. Students who have no background in private and/or public international law are 
strongly advised to acquire basic understanding of the field and are encouraged to consult the 
following general works: MN Shaw, International Law (8th edn, Cambridge University Press 2017) 
and JR Crawford, Brownlie’s Principles of Public International Law (9th edn, Oxford University Press 
2019). Moreover, the following resource will provide a helpful complement to the course materials: 
JG Merrills, International Dispute Settlement (6th edn, Cambridge University Press 2017). 

 
 
III. Mode of Assessment 

 

Students will be assessed on the basis of class participation (20%) and a final, 4-hour open book, 
take-home examination (80%), which will be made available on LumiNUS. A strong command of 
the English language, both written and spoken, will be an advantage. 

 
 
IV. Syllabus and Reading List 

 
A more detailed syllabus and reading list will be uploaded in due course. Seminars 1–2 provide the 
foundational background on the relevant international legal concepts, an overview of the types of 
international disputes that we will study throughout the semester, and a survey of the various 
dispute settlement mechanisms that we will explore in this module. Seminars 3–12 embark upon 
the study of specific dispute settlement mechanisms and related themes. The main topics to be 
addressed (subject to modification) are as follows: 
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SEMINAR ONE: COURSE OVERVIEW – INTERNATIONAL LAW AND INTERNATIONAL 
DISPUTE SETTLEMENT: VARIOUS INTERFACES 

 
SEMINAR TWO: INTRODUCTION TO KEY CONCEPTS AND A SURVEY OF THE VARIOUS 

DISPUTE SETTLEMENT MECHANISMS 
 
SEMINAR THREE:   DIPLOMATIC DISPUTE SETTLEMENT MECHANISMS - THEIR 

RELATIONS WITH JUDICIAL MECHANISMS 
 
SEMINAR FOUR:       A STUDY OF THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE (ICJ) PART I: 

ORGANIZATION, COMPETENCE, JURISDICTION AND ADMISSIBILITY 
 
SEMINAR FIVE: A STUDY OF THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE (ICJ) PART II: 

THE STAGES OF ICJ PROCEEDINGS – THE ICJ ADVISORY FUNCTION 
 
SEMINAR SIX: INTERNATIONAL ARBITRATION – ITS VARIOUS FACETS  

 
SEMINAR SEVEN:  AN INTRODUCTION TO INVESTOR–STATE DISPUTE SETTLEMENT 

(ISDS) WITH A FOCUS ON THE INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR 
SETTLEMENT OF INVESTMENT DISPUTES (ICSID) 

 
SEMINAR EIGHT: A SURVEY OF THE INTERNATIONAL TRIBUNAL FOR THE LAW OF THE 

SEA (ITLOS) AND UNCLOS 
 
SEMINAR NINE:  AN INTRODUCTION TO DISPUTE SETTLEMENT AT THE WORLD 

TRADE ORGANIZATION (WTO) 
 
SEMINAR TEN: WTO AND REGIONAL TRADE AGREEMENTS (RTAS): FEATURES AND 

LINKAGES IN DISPUTE SETTLEMENT  
 
SEMINAR ELEVEN:  A DISCUSSION OF PROVISIONAL MEASURES, INTERVENTION, AND 

ENFORCEMENT: A COMPARATIVE APPROACH 
 
SEMINAR TWELVE: A DISCUSSION OF THE FRAGMENTATION/PROLIFERATION OF 

INTERNATIONAL DISPUTE SETTLEMENT MECHANISMS AND COURSE 
CONCLUSION 
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